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At that time Al-Mutadid-Billah al-Abbadi died
(461 A.H., 1069 A.D.) and was succeeded by his son
Muhammad "Al-Mutamid Ala-Allah." Ibn Dhil-Nun
found that the opportunity he awaited had come,
because Muhammad was not as determined and strong
as his father. He decided to invade his allies first and
so he invaded Murcia and Thodmir which appealed to
their ally, the king of Seville, who was at that time
busy fighting Malaga and Granada. He despatched to
them Ibn Ammar with a small force and the cunning
vizier bought the alliance of Count Raymond of
Barcelona with a sum of money, but Ibn Dhil-Nun
defeated all the allied forces. Ibn Abbad came with
his forces at the last moment but the river Segura
hindered him from reaching his allies till the defeat
was complete. Ibn Dhil-Nun was moderate in profit-
ing by his victory, so he maintained the king of Mur-
cia under his protection, but the king of Thodmir pre-
ferred to escape and took refuge with the Count who
kept him prisoner for a time till Ibn Ammar ransomed
him with money.
Ibn Dhil-Nun did not give his adversary time to
repair his affairs. He therefore assembled his forces
in the following year (466 A.H., 1074 A.D.) and hired
a detachment of cavalry from the king of Castille. The
Army was commanded by Al-Harith ibn al-Hakam
who rapidly marched on Cordova and occupied it and
killed its defender, Siraj al-Dawla, son of Al-Mutamid,
and carried his head on a lance and ordered it to be
exhibited in the city to avenge the murder of Ibn
Jihwar. At that time Al-Mutamid was fighting in the
neighbourhood of Malaga and his forces dispersed here
and there. When he learned of the fall of Cordova
and the murder of his son he amassed his forces and
retired to Seville. Al-Mamun ibn Dhil-Nun had at
that time entered Cordova but he died soon after from
disease and old age at the zenith of his victory.
Al-Harith ibn al-Hakam fortified himself in the city,